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Session 1

Welcome to meeting

Carol Adams



Agenda – 20 June 2024

Start End Duration

(minutes)

Session Agenda item Introduced by Public/

private

12:30 - 12:35 5 1 Welcome to meeting

Approval of Item 01 – Draft summary of the 

GSSB meeting held on 16 May 2024

Approval of Item 04 – GRI Topic Standard 

Project for Economic Impact – Proposed 

member substitution for Working Group

Carol Adams Public

12:35 - 13:05 30 2 International Committee of the Red Cross and 

Geneva Centre for Security Sector Governance 

– Reporting on conflict-affected and high-risk 

areas.

Dr Jonathan 

Kolieb/Anna Marie 

Burdzy

Public

13:05 - 13:35 30 3 Public Sector research paper Manon Huchet-

Bodet/Miguel 

Pérez Ludeña

Public

13:35 - 14:05 30 4 GRI Standard Project for Pollution –

Boundaries and scope of project

Thamar Zijlstra Public

14:05 - 14:10 5 5 Any other business and close of meeting Carol Adams Public

14:10 - 14:30 20 6 Private session Carol Adams Private
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Does the GSSB approve:

Item 01 – Draft summary of the GSSB meeting held on 16 

May 2024

Scheduled approval

Item 01 – Draft summary of the GSSB meeting held on 16 May 2024

GSSB Decision 2024.15 GSSB resolves to approve Item 01 – Draft 

summary of the GSSB meeting held on 16 May 2024
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Does the GSSB approve:

Item 04 – GRI Topic Standard Project for Economic Impact –

Proposed member substitution for Working Group

Scheduled approval
Item 04 – GRI Topic Standard Project for Economic Impact – Proposed member 
substitution for Working Group

GSSB Decision 2024.16 GSSB resolves to approve Item 04 – GRI 

Topic Standard Project for Economic Impact – Proposed member 

substitution for Working Group
6



Session 2

International Committee of the 
Red Cross and Geneva Centre for 
Security Sector Governance –
Reporting on conflict-affected and 
high-risk areas

Dr Jonathan Kolieb/Anna Marie Burdzy



Security, Conflict and Sustainability :

Strengthening the GRI Sustainability Standards for 
Corporate Reporting on Conflict-Affected and 
High-Risk Areas

Presentation to the Global Sustainability Standards Board
Jonathan Kolieb (RMIT) and Annie Burdzy (DCAF-ICRC Partnership)
20 June 2024
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Scan to open the report!
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Why require robust reporting on conflict sensitivity, security 
management and respect for international humanitarian law 
(IHL)?

• GRI has made significant progress on conflict-sensitivity, 
responsible security, and respect for IHL – GRI 14: Mining 
Sector 2024 is a critical start.

• Universality of issue: CAHRAs are not a niche topic.

• The gravity of conflict and security related issues facing 
companies doing business in high-risk regions demands a more 
robust corporate reporting framework. 

Rationale for the Report 
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Key Topics of Concern for CAHRAs
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The report analyses:

• How responsible security management, conflict sensitivity, and 
respect for international humanitarian law (IHL) are currently 
covered by the current GRI standards.

• How companies can use the current GRI standards to report on risk 
management in CAHRAs.

• What more the GRI could do to strengthen reporting requirements 
on these issues.

Structure of the Report
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Part 1 is a mapping and gap analysis of existing GRI Standards and their 
coverage of responsible security management, conflict sensitivity and 
respect for IHL.

Part 2 provides guidance for reporting on CAHRAs-related operations 
using existing GRI Standards.

Part 3 is a blueprint for a new GRI Topic Standard for CAHRAs.
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Opportunity to include CAHRA 
issues in GRI Standards : 
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Recommendation: Supplementary Guidance
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Recommendation: GRI Topic Standard on
CAHRAs
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• RMIT and DCAF-ICRC stand ready to support GRI in sensitization and 
awareness-raising among companies. The partners welcome the 
following:

• GRI’s endorsement and joint promotion of the Supplementary 
Guidance.

• The development of a CAHRAs topic standard (potentially as part of 
review of GRI 412: Security Practices).

• Further engagement by RMIT, DCAF-ICRC, and GRI on advancing the 
shared goal of more responsible and sustainable business in 
CAHRAs.

Going Forward
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Contact us:

Thanks for your interest and feel free to reach 
out to RMIT and the DCAF-ICRC Partnership to 
exchange further:

Jonathan Kolieb, jonathan.kolieb@rmit.edu.au

Annie Burdzy, a.burdzy@dcaf.ch

https://www.securityhumanrightshub.org/resources/security-conflict-sustainability-gri-
standards.html 20

mailto:jonathan.kolieb@rmit.edu.au
mailto:a.burdzy@dcaf.ch


Session 3

Public Sector research paper

Manon Huchet-Bodet/Miguel Pérez Ludeña



Context

• As reporting becomes mandatory for many private companies, there 
is a risk that public sector organizations will become relatively less 
transparent in their impacts.

• We observe lower adoption of GRI Standards among the public 
sector.

• Several initiatives are trying to promote reporting among the public 
sector. Most notably, the International Public Sector Accounting 
Standards Board (IPSASB) launched a project in 2023 to develop 
sustainability reporting standards for the public sector.

• The GSSB noted the absence of the public sector among the 
provisional list of Sector Standards to be developed. As part of the 
2023-2025 work program, they requested a research project on the 
public sector.
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Main 
Findings

• The public sector accounts for almost half of economic activity, but 

few organizations report on their impacts.

• Perception that GRI Standards are only for the private sector.

• Public sector organizations face unique challenges to report using 

GRI:

o Many of their impacts come from the rules and regulations they dictate.

o They have unique mechanisms of accountability.

• Many different types of reporting; SDGs have become more 

prevalent.
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Recommendations

1. Consider the public sector perspective in GRI Standard 
development and other GRI activities

2. Develop a sector standard on the public sector focusing on 
general government

3. Develop standards for industries where the public sector is 
predominant

4. Encourage policy and regulatory reporting in conjunction with 
operational impact reporting

5. Increase engagement with the public sector

24



Session 4

GRI Standard Project for Pollution 
– Boundaries and scope of project

Thamar Zijlstra



GRI Topic Standard Project for Pollution

Background: pathway of pollution

26

Organizations: operations, products, and 
services 



GRI Topic Standard Project for Pollution

Overview of disclosures and Standards directly related to reporting on pollution
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GRI Topic Standard Project for Pollution

Pollution - GRI Standards relevant for referencing
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• Pollutants, such as noise, odor, and vibrations

• Ozone-depleting substances (ODS)

• Target audience of the ‘chapeau’ (white paper/guidance/Standards Interpretation) of the 
proposed structure in Figure 2 

• Other linked disclosures and Standards: Disclosure 2-27 Compliance with laws and 
regulations in GRI 2: General disclosures 2021 and GRI 416: Customer Health and Safety 
2016 

• Demarcation between the Topic Standard Project for Pollution and the Topic Standard 
Project for Circularity and Material Resources
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GRI Topic Standard Project for Pollution

Feedback received on: 



GRI Topic Standard Project for Pollution

We kindly request input from members:
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1. Observation(s) on the elaborated project scope

2. Recommendation(s) on key stakeholders for engagement

3. A sponsor of the Topic Standard Project for Pollution



Session 5

Any other business and close of 
public sessions

Carol Adams



Session 6

Private session
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